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Chicago Tribune
For years, Tom Seefurth drank what 

he called “lawn-mower beer”—mass-
produced, canned brew best suited for 
drinking while mowing the lawn.

Then he tried a small Oregon brew-
ery’s dark, rich stout, and everything 
changed. He realized beer could be art.

The real estate broker and father 
of two turned part of his garage into a 
brewery—he added a refrigerator, brew-
ing equipment and hung beer cans from 
the ceiling—and went to work. He craft-
ed porters. He crafted pale ales.

And last fall, he came up with some-
thing he swears will revolutionize the 
world’s favorite 5 p.m. drink: pizza beer.

While there are no pizza chunks in 
the reddish-brown ale (the biggest mis-
conception Seefurth fights), the brew 
does include ingredients and an aro-
ma generally associated with marinara 
sauce: tomatoes, garlic, basil and orega-
no.

With his beer already on tap at one 
Aurora restaurant as Mamma  Mia Piz-
za Beer, mocked by Jay Leno on nation-
al TV and the hot topic of discussion 
among home brewers—for better and 
for worse—Seefurth plans to incorpo-
rate still more food flavors into beers in 
a movement he calls “culinary brewing.”

Salsa beer. Curry beer. Oatmeal raisin 
cookie beer. He has tried them all.

While the notion of such brews may 
cause noses to turn up and faces to 
scowl, Seefurth asks: Please don’t judge 

his creations too soon.
“The pizza beer is not for the Satur-

day night bowling alley,” said Seefurth, 
43, who lives in a subdivision in unincor-
porated St. Charles that backs up to a 
farm. “But it will appeal to a wide range 
of people if they keep an open mind.”

 He hopes to strike a deal with a small 
regional brewery to get the drink on tap 
in Italian restaurants.

Randy Mosher, a Chicago beer author, 
educator and lecturer, called pizza beer 
a “goofy idea” and said Seefurth is one of 
the area’s more eccentric beermakers. 
But he complimented Seefurth for try-
ing to come up with a beer that accom-

panies Italian food—a niche that is cur-
rently unfilled. He also said he admires 
the product.

“It’s much better than you might 
think,” Mosher said. “It’s definitely gim-
micky, but sometimes gimmicky is what 
you need. People have their habits, and 
sometimes a gimmick jars them out of 
their complacency.”

Seefurth said he came up with the idea 
Labor Day weekend, when he had his 
mind on beer and noticed a pile of fresh 
tomatoes on his counter. In his home 
brewery, where beer cans, bumper stick-
ers, coasters, plastic signs and cardboard 
cutouts cover the walls, he brewed a 
batch and was shocked that it worked.

 While judging a home-brew contest, 
Seefurth approached Mike Rybinski, 
brew master at Walter Payton’s Round-
house in Aurora, and suggested they 
brew up a batch. The award-winning 
Rybinski had crafted 70 styles, but noth-
ing like pizza beer.

 They brewed the beer over the course 
of a day in April, dumping in two kegs 
of canned tomatoes, 450 cloves of gar-
lic and, for effect, two pizzas (sans 
cheese and oils) that were strained from 
the final product. The batch of 10 bar-
rels—about 375 gallons—fermented for 
a month before being tapped in May. It 
is expected to be at the Roundhouse bar 
for another month.

“Two kegs of tomatoes?” Rybinski 
said. “That’s crazy. I was laughing the 
whole time I was making it.”

Chicago Tribune
The lone survivor of a multiple shooting 

off Interstate 55 in rural Will County that 
took the life of his wife and three small chil-
dren continues to cooperate with investiga-
tors, the police captain overseeing the inves-
tigation said Saturday.

Christopher Vaughn, 32, of Oswego, Ill.,
returned Friday to Illinois State Police Dis-
trict 5 headquarters 
for further voluntary 
questioning, Capt. 
Carl Dobrich said. 
Vaughn stayed for 
about two hours, he 
said.

“He’s still coopera-
tive, very coopera-
tive,” Dobrich said. 
“He’s still local, and he’s not leaving. He’s 
with family, and he should be.”

Police have declined to call Christopher 
Vaughn a suspect and declined to say wheth-
er they think his wife was murdered, rais-
ing the question of whether she wielded the 
handgun found in the vehicle.

Vaughn first began cooperating with police
after his release from a Joliet hospital Thurs-
day morning, where he was treated for gun-
shot wounds after the incident, which took
the lives of his wife, Kimberly, 34, and their
three children: Blake, 8; Cassandra, 11; and 
Abigayle, 12.

After the first round of questioning, which 
took more than 12 hours, he left district head-
quarters at 1:40 a.m. to get some rest, police
said. His family later said he was at a hotel
with his parents, Pierre and Gail Vaughn.

His aunt, Nancy VanWilder, said he was
still with his parents in the area Saturday.
On Friday, she said Vaughn was “in a state of 
shock.” She also described him as “hurting”
and “devastated.”

Much of the investigation now revolves
around forensics, including DNA analysis to
help determine blood spatter patterns, and
analysis of gunpowder residue and bullet tra-
jectories, Dobrich said.

“We’re very involved in it,” he said, adding 
that at least 20 detectives are on the case.

Dobrich also said some of it is complicated 
and could take days to complete. “It’s a long 
and tedious process, very meticulous,” he said.
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FRESHLY BREWED PIZZA
It’s not delivery, it’s pizza beer—
home brewer’s prized creation

Tom Seefurth is trying to go 
national with his creation: pizza 
beer, seen being brewed below. 
[ MARIO PETITTI/TRIBUNE PHOTOS ]

JUNE 18, 2007 REDEYE 3 7

312-533-4204
Chicago

lavalife.com

Chicago
Hindsdale

773-649-5769
630-230-1455

Wheeling
Oaklawn

847-850-0361
708-459-8011

1-900 Pricing Options! 
CALL NOW 1-900-622-1100

On The Go?
• Dial #CLICK (#25425). 79¢/min. Sprint
• Text CHAT to 25552. $9.99/15 mins. AT&T, Nextel.
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TRY IT
FREE*

SUN, FUN &
SEXY SINGLES

L A S I K P LU S  I S  T H E  # 1  P R OV I D E R  O F  L A S E R  V I S I O N  C O R R E C T I O N !

Easy-Pay 18 is our best financing 
offer ever ... and your best value!

■ NOT A PENNY OF INTEREST! It’s almost like paying
cash, except now you have 18 months to pay.

■ NOT A CENT UPFRONT! No down payment
keeps more money in your wallet, more flexibility in
your budget.

■ BITE-SIZED PAYMENTS! Your interest-free payments
could be as low as $47.94 per month. And it’s a cinch
to qualify.

5 reasons to choose LasikPlus

ASK FOR EASY-PAY 18 —
$0 DOWN, 0% INTEREST FOR 18 MONTHS!

Call to schedule your FREE
LASIK Vision Exam now.

1-866-784-EYES
Our Appointment Desk is open 7 days a week!

REDEEM BY JULY 31,  2007

©2007 LCA-Vision Inc. Offer is subject to credit approval. No finance charges will be assessed if the amount in full is paid by the due
date.  A minimum monthly payment  of 3% of the balance is required. Other financing options are available. Call for details. #1 Provider
based on Q4, 2006 Procedure Volume provided by MarketScope, LLC and 10-Q reports as filed with the U.S. SEC for Q4 of 2006.

You can trust the care of a skilled
LasikPlus surgeon:
Dr. Gerald Horn and Team
Board-Certified Ophthalmologists 

Ranked among Chicago’s most experienced LASIK
Teams, Drs. Gerald Horn, William Fagman, David
Aymond and William Zeh are
dedicated to bringing you
the best possible results.

Are you nearsighted, farsighted
or have astigmatism?

Do glasses or contacts control your life? Regain
your natural vision at LasikPlus – all with the

affordability of interest-free Easy-Pay 18
financing. Over 97% of our patients
say they’d recommend LasikPlus Vision
Correction to others. Call today to

schedule your FREE LASIK Vision Exam.

4 Climate-Controlled
Treatment Center

Promotes a better outcome
by controlling humidity and
temperature.

5 A Team of LASIK 
Specialists

Our centers are staffed with  a
team of LASIK Specialists,
helping patients throughout
our community experience
the life-improving benefits
of LASIK.

1 Proven Experience
LASIK is all we do, with

over 750,000 procedures
since 1991.

2 FREE LASIK Vision Exam
Get a complete LASIK vision 

exam at no charge or obligation.

3 Multiple Laser Technologies
Ensures optimized results

by matching your eyes to the
precise LASIK technology —
including Custom Wavefront.
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FREE LASIK FINANCING!
S-t-r-e-t-c-h your savings for 18 months!

FREE LASIK FINANCING!
S-t-r-e-t-c-h your savings for 18 months!

OAK BROOK • NAPERVILLE
SCHAUMBURG • LINCOLN PARK

 Lose inches
 before

 SUMMER
 LIPODISSOLVE
 NOW 50% OFF
 Considered one of the most
 successful alternatives to 
 (FAT REDUCTION).

 No knives, no tubes and no pain to
 this procedure at only a fraction of
 the cost of liposuction.

 If you would like to see reduced
 inches without the fuss of working
 out then call today for a free
 consultation.
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